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2 Pitisburghers In Russia

Three Generations Jam Two Rooms
In ‘Typical’ Apartment At Leningrad

Ivan Works 2 Months For Coat,
10 Days To Buy Stockings
This fs the first o/ a series of siz articles on the Soviet

Usdlon as it appears 1o the American tourist today.
Two Pittsburgh business men, W. J, D. “Dave” Bell and

w. C.
returned
a  20-day

people,

Mr. Masseth
i their own homes.

“Bill”
recently

vacation in
Russia, during which they
visited the three major
cities of the nalion and
talked to thousands of

They kept away from
official Infourist guides,
went out to see condi-
tions for themsclves and
met the Russian peopls

Masseih,
Jrom

Mr. Bell

In today's article they describe living conditions, wages

and prices in the Soviet Union.

By MICHAFL HOLMBERG
The reom was roughly 15 feet by 12, The
smaller room on the other side of a long curtain
was less than half the size.

With Mr, Bell and Mr. Masseth in it the room

was crawded, for there were
five other people in it as
well. It was their home,

It was Just s typleal
aprrtment in Leningrad,
one of the 33 or more
which the two Amerleans
visiled to seo the Russian
peoplo  In their own
homes,

Thev had taken long rides
In buses and taxis, looking
for houses, looking for sub-
urbs, ‘They found none. The
city —every city ~— changed
suddenly from a skyline of
huge apartment buildings 1o
a view of tiny shacks in
open fields,

It was as though some-
one had taken an axe and
chopped off the cily as the
guillotine chopped off heads
in the ¥rench Revolulion,

No Privacy

In the two crowded rooms
in Leningrad lived a father
and mother, aged shout 55,
iheir son and daughter-in-
law, aged 30, and their one-
year-old grandchild. There
WAS No Space, no privacy.

Over the big round table
in the cenfer of the room
hung a lamp, its dim 25-watt
bulb shaded with a silk
fringe,

It was a dark apartment
so the light was on at noon,
shining sadly on the thread.
bare oriental carpet, the
dark-painted walls and the
scrolled-framed  piciures of
past gencrations and more

. Tecent  heroes—Lenin  and
Stalin.

It was na better and no
worse than thousands of
other apartiments in the city.
| The government had said
* everyone was entitled to a
minimum living space of
nine square meters (10.7

sguare yards). Like most
families, this one was down
close ta the minimum,

‘You're There'

Mr. Masseth and Mr. Bell
saw no new looking furni
ture In any home they
visited, “If you got the stuff
your grandmother gave you
and assumed it wasn't too
hot to start with and she'd
had a lifetime of wear out of
it anyway,” said Mr. Bell,
“you’d be there™

The famlly In the tiny
apartent in Leningrad
shared a kitchen and hath.
room with the occupants
of iwo other apartments,

s do most famllles In
Russia.

Over the years the three
families have worn valleys
in the kitchen floor. The
women cook enough food fo
last for several days, ihen
warm it as they need it on
a small hotplate in the
apartment.

There is a desperate short-
age of living space in the
Soviet Union. Hundreds of
apartment blocks have gone
up since the war and there
is a vast program to put up
hundreds more in the next
20 years.

But Mr. Bell and Mr, Mas-
scth found that the proud
new biocks — "which also
looked old by our standards,
although they were sup-
pused 1o have been built in
he past five or six years'—
were almost as (rowded as
the old ones.

Jwen in these, two or
thres gencrations shared an
apartnient and three or four
apartments shared a bathe
room and kitchen,
One-Way Lift

‘Llie pride and oy of Kiev
is a 12story apartinent
building which stands on a
three-story platforin,

“There’s one elevator,”
sald AMr. Bell, “You ride
np bul you have to walic
down, The elevator doors
are lorked and the janitor
has the only key.”

Talking in the people's
homes, eating 1heir cakes
and drinking their tea, the
Pittsburghers discussed food,
Jjebs, salaries aud prices.

They found it impossible
to eompare Russian and
Amerlean standards of liv-
ing by converting rubles te

i aty w

i 2

- o
fruit stand.

dollars, A better guide 13 the
time a man must work te
buy what he needs,

The average sales clerk or
skilled factory worker has to
work (wo wceks to buy a
pair of shoes “with soles
that look as thin as paper”
and two months to buy a
raincoat that would sell here
for about thirty dollars,

He must work more
than a month to buy a
washing meehine or vac.
wnn cleaner, five days to
buy the cheapest hat, 10
days to get his wite a pair
of silk stockings—-fhere is
no nylen—and a week to

Pittsburghers meet Russion mother, daughter in Kiev apartment.

Reds Follow
Party Line
To The Lettfer

By conlrast with the
cramped conditions in Rus.
sian homes, Mr. Masseth
and Mr. Bell were surprised
at the Soviet post affices,

“They're really big,” sald
Mr. Masseth, “Chere's plenty
ot space, lots of chairs and

tables, pen and ink for
everyone and they're open
all They've

atways crowded.”

For some reason a pre-
stamped envelope In the post
office costs less than a
stamp of the same denomina-
tion.

Appavently the Russlan
government wants to  dis-
courage the use of any but
its own envelopes— it is al-
most impossible to buy one
except at the post office.

—_————
get her » cheap cotton
dress,

By conirast, it takes only
two days’ pay for fihe
month's rent and utilities,
because of so-called stute
subsidies which “pay” three
times as much. Because the
honsing is owned by the
slate anyway, this merely
means juggling the books in
the Soviel ireasury.

No Fancy Meals

While he is working, the
Russian pays between four
and 13'4 per cent of his
earnings in income ftax.
When he is sick he gets free
hospital trearment and slays
on full pay while he is away
from his job.

And when he retires he
gels a “good deal” on the
Soviet equivalent of Social
Security, At 60 (55 for wo-
men) he gets 70 per cent of
an average taken from his
best five years' income,

After a long, hard day at
the tractor factory the
average Russian  comes
home to & pretty dull, un-
Imaginative meal.

“They are not good caoks,”
Mr. Masseth said, “but then
they don't have a great deal
with which they can be good
cooks.”

Shopping In  department
And drug stores, Mr. Bell and
Mr. Masseth picked up five.
cent packs of aspirin which
no self-respecting American
drug house would give as
iree samples.

Small-Time

They paid 15 cents for a
box of face powder and a
dime for a lipstick like a
child's crayon. If Russian
women want to splash out
they can buy more expen-
sive eosmetics for arcund a
dollar.

We tried out the powder .

an lipstick on one of the
women writers on the Press,
Her verdict:

'The powder was eolorless.
The texlure was net too bad,
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Shketch shows cramped apartment for five.

They'd tried to get a gar-
denia scent, but without
much success,

“The lipstick wasd greasy
and 1 doubt if it would
stuy om. You'd prohably
have fu keep blotting it
IU's rather like the (ype of
lipstick & young girl buys
when she first experi-
ments with make-up.”

‘The travelers also brought
back some cigarets. The
cheap brand, named after

the Sputnik dog, Laika, sel}
for 40 cents a pack. Moscow
Brand, the commissars’ spu.
cials, cost 75 cents and have
shiny gold tips.

\We tricd these out on
some of the male reporters
and asked for comments on
their probable contents.

Unfortunately, their re-
marks cainnot be repeated
here.

NEXT: Russlan Rcerea
ti
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2 Pitisburghers In Russia

How Ivan Spends His Spare Time:
Staving Off Boredom B|ggest Battle

Religion Believed Dying Out;
Youth Turns To Materialism

Thiw is the second of

a series on what the Ameri-

can tourist can see in Russia. This article describes

X N
Mr. Beli

guides and went out to

Russian people live,

By MICHAE
Once upon a time

Mr. Masseth

life of the Russian when he is on his own time,

These conditions
were observed by hwo
Pittshurgh business-
men, W. J. D. “Dave”
Bell and W. C. “Bill”
Masseth, who returned
recently from a 20-
day varation in the
Soviet Union,

Visiting Moscow
Leningrad and  Kiov,
they forsook official
see ]or themaelves haw the

T. HOLMBERG
the most famous Russian

of them all was Ivan the Terrible. Today's Russian

1s merely Ivan the Dull.

Poor Ivanl His clothes are shabby and unin-

teresting. He queues to buy
his food, eats his lunch
standing up, seldom strolls
with his best girl in the
moonlight and lives on a
steady radio and TV diet of

polittes and oh-so-carnest
culture,

Most of the pleasures
and entertainmenis which
Americans talte for grant-
ed are denicd to Ivam for
one rerson or another,

“It's Impossible to de-
scribe how dull and drab
everything is,” said Mr,
Bell.

When Ivan makes his
shabby, unpressed way down
the street he wears bell-bot-
tomed trousers and an
open-necked shirt. If he does
have a neclktie, which is un-
likely, “it locks as though
he has worn it every day
for 10 yeers and not both-
ered to hang it up at night.”

Quick Sale

Ile lJongs for something
better to wear. “At least a
dozen people wanted to buy
my clothes,” said Mr. Mas.
seth, “and they would have
given me three times what I
paid for them ln Pltlsburgh
three years ago.”

You won't oftey see Ivan
at a picnic and there is no
such thing as a lodge night
or service club luncheon. Tn
Mr, Bell's words, “there are
no groups of any kind—
they don’t trust one another
enough for that,”

They saw few hushands
out with their wives and
families, few hoys out for
& satroll with their girl
friends. "“There’s too much
homework; too many eve.
ning classes.”

S

JIvan seldom {akes his
famlly out for a drive in the
car, ‘There ara 30,000 autos
In_ Leningrad among four
million people. In Maoscaw,
with {ts seven-illion popu-
lation, there are 28,000.

If man cannat live by
bread alone, at least the
Russian g&ve« it a good try,
He tries, in fact, seven days
a week, for Sunday is nu
different from any olher
day of the week.

Religion Forgotten

Wherever Mr. Masseth
and Mr. Bell went in the
Soviet Union they found
people have forgotten their
religion. The only Russians
who still appeared to helieve
in it were those over 65,

As for the younger peapls,
“we never found one who
went to church, believed In
God or read the Bible,” Mr.
Bell said. “I tried {o buy a
Bible in a book stare and
they didn’t have one.”

The younger people have
forsaken Christlanity for
the twin idols of commu-
nism  and  materialism.
“Whatever X have, 1 got
for myselt,” They told the
truvelers.

There are no Sunday blue
laws in Russia. Shops mre
open from 10 2. m. to 7 p. m.
while, at the same time, “al-
most every church we saw
wasg boarded up or had been
1urned into a museum, movie
theater or office building,”
Mr. Bell sald.

Mr. Masseth did find one
service in Kiev and another
in Teningrad. Everyone
Btood—there were no seats
~—and the service consisted
mainly of ritual and chant-
ing.

e

o

Movie houses like this ene in Kiev are Alwnyu packed

“The priest told me there
were no restrictions against
him,” Mr. Masseth said, “but
he more-or-less admitted his
real job was to make every-
thing look rosy.

“Some of the pcople we
talked to estimated that
within flve or 10 years there
will be no religion at all in
Russla.”

No Panhandiers

So what dees Ivan do te
occupy his time and his mind
when his day's work is over?

e files rllently through
his city's many museums,
e escapes into 30 cents’
worth of warmth and dark-
ness In the always.jammed
movle houses.

There are no bars or night
clubs, but he can get cone
drink In & restaurant. He
won’t be pestered by pan-
hendlers because they have
all been shipped to Siberia.
And when he walks home it
will be through cold, antisep-
tic streets that are washed
down every night.

Or he can stay at home
and listen to the radio.
Nearly every Russian family
has a table model similar to
the cheapest in the U. S. Tt
offers a “fascinating” eve-
ning of lectures and politics.

Maybe he is one of the
4'3 million Russians who
owns a TV set, a privilege
he has in common with 30
million Americans. Next
year will sce Russia’s first
“network”—a link irom Maos-
cow to Leningrad.

Having paid two menths®
salary for an eightinch set
or three months’ for a 17-
inch, he gets four hours’

Russia’s only department store, GUM stands opposite Kremlin.

viewing every night and
eight hours on Sunday
Big Readers

In one respect he is more
fortunate than the American
viewer. Although sixty per
cent of his TV is on film, he
gets movies only a month
after they have been shown
in the theaters,

Ivan reads a lot. The book-
store in Russia is as common
as the drug store here—on
almost every corner. The
hooks, mostly academle or
cultural, are cheap.

“Four and five dollar
hooks sell for 60 cents,”
Mr. Masseth sald, “There
are n lot of cheap editions,
like our paper-backs, sell-
ing for as low as 20 ko-
peks (two cents)”,

Ivan also has the theater
and the ballet, which are as
fine as any in the wonld.

Mascaw's  famed Bolshol
Theater wag closed for re
pairs while the travelers
were there, but they did-
visil one theater In Kiev,

“It was snupposed to ho
Just a second class produc-
tion,” Mr, Masseth said,
“but we thought It was
outstanding. Some New
York tourlsts lold us the
lighting, stage effects and
Acenery were belter than
anything they had seen In
New York,

At midday, when the
Muscovite goes to lunch, he
often visils ane of the city's
meny funch counters or
automats, where he stands
at a high round table to
eat his meal,

Shopping Headache

He may chose one of the
plates that have been filled
in advance and drink tea
“poured out and left stand-
ing for heaven knows how
long.” Or he can dvink near-
ly flavorless soda in a
variety of gorgeous colors—
“like circus lemonade.”

In a grocery store, Mrs.
Ivan selects whag she wants,
pays for it at a cash desk,
then queues with 50 or 60
onther people to exchange
her receipt for perhaps a
dozen eggs.

She follows the same
routine in GUM, the stale-
owned department store fill-
in a whole block opposite
Lenin’s  tomb., Moscow's
showplace of merchandise,
It is a former government
building with the spireiand-
doodad look of an old state
penitentiary in the eastern
Uu. 8.

She will find no sales-
manshlp, for that Is re.

Buy A Car?
Russian Should
Live So Long!

This may be one reason
why there are so few cars
in Russia.

A Russian neceds three
years’ pay to buy the cheap-
est car, then must walt for
four to six years after order.
Ing it.

‘Then he must fear the
motor down to the last nut
and bolt and put it together
again before the government
wili give him & driver's I
cense,

Finally he has to get a
gasoline ration, change his
ration coupons at ong of
Moscow's only four gas sta-
tions—and pay 70 cents a
gallon for €0-octane fuel.

——
served for the black mar
ket, In GUM—as far as
the hundreds of clerks
are concerned—she takes

it or leaves il.

Mrs. Ivan finds no gift
wrapping department, in-
stead stuifs everything into
a string bag. If she is lucky,
her purchase mey be wrap-
ped in thin brown paper of
incredibly poor gquality—a
startiing contrast t¢ the
high-grade newsprint of
Pravda and the magnificent-
ly printed cartridge paper
of ine travel brochures
handed out by Intourist,

Perhaps Tvan 18 never
more pathetic than when
he ta out dancing. For
this he has to go o a8 big
hotet or one of & few
restaurants,

There he will dance in the
Jerky style of the 1930s, at
least half the time to Amer-
iean music of three decades
ago. Top of the Russian
hit parade, according to the
Pittshurghers’ observations
—"Yes, Sir, That's My Baby.”

Every table is full in Mos-
cow's Metropole — “one of
the gayest hotels in Russia”
but it isn’t very gay.

“They get up to dance,”
said Mr. Masseth, “and they
gon't say a ward to each
other. There’s no romance,
no whispering in the ear.

“It's a very rare occasion
to see them Iletting their
hair down and having a real
ball”

NEXT: Industry and In-
dustrial Wartare.
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2 Pittsburghers In

Russia

Soviet Spent $19,000 To Wreck Bolivia

Industrial Warfare Exposed
As Lethal Weapon Against U. §.

By MICHAEL

HOLMBERG

This is the third of a series of articles on Russia to-

day, as seen by two

“Mr. Bell

My,

Masseth

Pittsburgh businessmen, W, J. D,

“Dave” Bell and W,
C. “Bill" Masseth,

Today they describs
what they were able
to discover—during a
20-day rvacation in
Russia—abour the rap-
idly expanding Rus.
sian industry and the
threat 1t presents to
the Free World,

It cost the Soviet government just $19,000
worth of tin to shatter the economy of Bolivia. It
took just 20,000 tons of Russian aluminum to force

Western producers to make their flrst price cut in
—_

16 years,

Economie warfare has
become an integral part of
Russia's plans to spread
her power throughout the
world. ‘The stakes were
never higher,

For although she still pro.
duces cars and refrigera-
tors with old American
machinery, although her two
principal autos are replicas
of a 1942 Packard and a
1949 Buick, she is making
seven-league strides in heavy
industry,

Mr. Masseth and Mr. Bell
were allowed in few plants
in the Soviet Union, but they
had enough glimpses 1n get
some ldea of Russia's prog-
ress.

Huge Machines

They saw models of huge
steel - producing equipment
18 times the size of any-
thing in the Western world.
They learned of tremendous
plans for giant furnaces—
not just paper plans, but
plans that really are work-
ing.

At a Leningrad min
with electric and open-
hearth furnaces, they were
lold that production is as
high as in » comparable
mill here — “but they
wouldn’t let us see inside,”
Mr. Masseth snid.

A recent steel Industry
delegation (o Russia did not
doubt that some such claims
were true. The delegation
reported that the Soviet in.
dustry, heavily battered dur-
ing the war, had tripled in
output since the war and
that its deficiencics were be-
ing cleared up.

There are still deficlencles
to see. The Pittshurghers
found some at a machine
tool plant which boasts a
Russian name meaning "“Len-
Ingrad Meta] Works, Twice
Awarded the Medal of Lenin,
Named After Statin,”
Inefticient

The oldest and largest
machine ool plant in Nus-
sia, it employs 7000 men and
4000 women and produces
only two steam turbines B
year. Aceording to Mr. Mas.
seth, “a company such as
Westinghouse or General
Electric can and does pro-
duce up 1o a dazen times
that number in a plant the
same size.”

The equipment was
good. It included 30 to 40
pre-war Cincinnati Milling
Machines,

“But the plant housekeep.
Ing was poor,”” Mr. Bell said.
“There was trash on Lhe

B
.-

THREAT STARTS HERE — This Moscow building
houses Russia’s Ministry of Foreign Trade. It is here

that assaults on Western
tures are planned,

floor and the trash and scrap
boxes were overflowing, The
plant locked as if it had
grown by having had bits
added to it without any
long-range layout plan.”

“It looked something like
an American machine shop
of 25 or 30 years ago.”

Looking around the plant,
they found no safely gog-
gles, safety shoes or hard
hats. The lighting was poor,
Women janitors were cloan-
ing the floors and mixing
cement for repairs,

They found the Russlan
factory had little labor
trouble or turnover, due to
a combination of discipline
and Incentive which makes
hard work & social obliga-
tion.

For example, the trade
union fn the plant had re.
ported it could finish mak-
ing a turbine two woeeks
earlier than had originally
been planned.

"Incentive Plan®

Immediately, suppliers of
compenent parts were told
they too must advance their
schedules two wecks — or
else ., ,
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Reds Roll Out
Red Carpet For
Texan-Type

Whlle trying to talk their
way fnto Russian industrial
plants, Mr. Bell and Mr. Mas-
seth found a Texan who was
getting the red carpet treat-
ment all round.

A public relations man
from an oil company, he had
used his firm's Russlan type-
writer 1o compose a letter
“authorizing” him to BO any-
where in Russia and visit
any plant.

Doors were opened. Wel-
coming committees werae
formed. Hands were shaken,
Vodka was poured,

Which was sirange, sea.
Ing that the letler was
signed by the mayor of Lone
Star, Tex,

==

They knew well what
the “or else” was, “Flrstly,
thelr failure wonld be puh-
lished In the plant news.
paper,” sald Mr, Bell. “Soc-
ondly, tt would he put in
the industry-wide papers,
Then it would be in Pray-
da and Iszvestia,”

A similar method s used
to keep employes in line. A
worker who drinks tog
much, for instance, is firat
warned by his foreman,
Then he goes through the
same shame cycle of papers,
with his photograph well
displayed. Finally he is fired
and downgraded throughout
the industry.

Another big reason for
the low turnover of workers
is the fact that no man can
Bet permission to move un-
less he has previously ap.
ranged for housing,  “Ba.
cause of the critical housing
shertage,” said Mr, Bell,
“this is an almost insur.
mouniable barrier.”

The most heroic act a
worker can perform is to
exceed his target. There
are constant bonuses for
this and for suggestiony,
If the plant passes ity goal,
evervane In the place gets
double pay.

At the great Indusirial Ex.
position on the outskirts of
Moscow, the two Americans
saw what Russia is dalng to
make up for the old plants
such as the one in Lenin.
grad.

Machinery Tops

The six-year-old exposi-
Hon—"about as big as the
New York World's Fair and
brought up to date every
month”—shows products of
all types ot industry, includ-
ing machine tools and heavy

Reds Forced
Cut In Price
Of Aluminum

construction equipment that
“‘would compare with almaost
anything we have In this
country,”

They saw models of an
open hearth furnace which
produces 500 tons of steql
per heat. Two are now in
operation, compared with
about half a dozen in the
U. S. But Russia will finish
12 more next year and a new
1000-ton furnace is on the
drawing beard,

Furnaces of this size
are often nob economical
in the U. S. because of
fluctuating markets. In
Russia, where steel Is des.
veraiely short, they work
at full power all the time,

The newest blast furnaces,
they were told, are produc.
ing between 2500 ang 3000
tons of pig iron a day, which
1s slightly more than the
biggest here. Seven more of
these furnaces will be fin-
ished by the end of the year.,

They saw models of elec-
tric furnaces which produce
80 tons of sleel per hegt,
This compares roughly with
the biggest in American
miils, but the Russiang now
are building a 180-ton fur.
nace  for specialty alloy
steels.

The real eye-opener was a
model of a continuous cast-
ing machine. They were told
that Russia has nine of these
in operation, each Producing
90 tons of semi-finisted steel
an hour,

Big Ore Reserves

There are no continuous
casting machines i the u.s.
Britain has three, but the
biggest produces only five
tons an hour.

“Now the Russlans Rre
huilding 10 more,”  Mr,
Mnsseth sald, “each en.
pable of producing 140
tons an hour,”

On top of this, Russia has
vast reserves of iron ore,
“They have 100 billion tona
of proven reserves and the
same amount of unproven
reserves,” Mr. Bell said.
“That’s enough to last them
for centuries at their pres-
ent rate of production,”

Russia obviously needs
metals. She continually
boasts when she {ncreases
her production. Yet now she
has started dumping sorely
needed motals on the world
markets.

“It seems fantastic when
they need every pound of
metal they can get that
they shonld deny it to
thelr own people and send
It out to disrupt the West.
ern market with a few odd
shots,” Mr. Masseth said,

The odd shots so far have
been effective. When Russia
forced Waestern aluminum
prices down by two cents a
pound in March, she did it
with 20,000 tons—three.quar.
ters of one per cent of the
total annual Western pro-
duction.

A few woeks ago she
ftruck again, this time with
tin.

The world price of tin had
been pegged to protect coun-
tries which relied heavily on
tin exports to hold up their
economies,

Russia dumped tin on the
world market at 11 cents g
pound under the pegged
Price.

It cost, her $19,000. But it
destroyed the economy of
Bolivia—an* economy which
the United States had spent
millions of dollars to prop
up in the past few years.

NEXT: Traveling in
Russia.
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2 Pitisburghers In Russia

Soviet Airline Slap-Happy Operation:;
Cops Purge’ Streets Of Dirty Autos

Visitors Ride Buses Free—

Thanks To Careless Conductors
By MICHAEL HOLMBERG

This is the fourth of a
day as seen by the American

Mr. Bell Mr.

Masseth

series of articles on Russig ta-
taurist, It telis of travel eondis
tions in the Soviet Un~
ion which are strange
to Western eyes.
These are the ex«
prriences of two Pits.
burgh business men,
¥, J. D, “Dave” Bell
and W, C, “Bill” Mas-
seth, who returned re.
cently from a 20.day
vacalion in Russia,

Ore of the few real adventures remaining today
in dull, drab Russia is the business of getting from

one place to another,

To travel in the Soviet Union is to enter a wild

world of airline pilets who
fly by road maps, railroads
that serve bread and cheese
for breakfast and motorists

who get kicked off the
strects if their cars are
dirty.

Dave tsell and Bill Masseth
rode 450 miles on a train
that stopped every 10 miles
1o let another go by. They
rode buses all over Moscow
and no one asked them for
their fares.

In “classless” Russia
they found four classes of
travel and accommaodation
—but the Russlang kept
the rccord straight by giv-
ing everyone the same
thing anyway.

After the strict schedules
and efficiency of Western
airlines, the slap-happy
methods of Acroflot, the
Russian  airline, were a
shock to the iwo travelers.
Stop-Happy Flight

“They don't teil you to
fasten your seat beits,” said
Mr. Masseth, “They don’t
tell you to stop smoking and
there is no light to warn you
when they're going to take
aff or land.”

When they talked their
way imnto the pilot's cabin
during a flight from Lenin«
grad to Kiev—in a Russfan
copy of a Convalr—they
asked to look at the flight
charts,

The pilot produced a map
exactly the same as the in-
formation sheet supplied to
the passengers. Ile was fol-
lowing the railroads and
rivers a few thousand feet
below,

There scemed to he little
or no flight plan for landing
at Kiev. Scorning to wait his
turn, the pilet slipped past
anather aireraft, skidded on
his tail and dropped the
plane on the dirt runway,
houncing half a dozen times
before he stopped.

Tea And Apples

It was at Leningrad that
the two men discovercd the
airport officials do not
weigh haggage.

“Most of us were on the
plane,” Mr, Bell said, “They
kept on loading baggage into
the tail and suddenly it just
dropped and sat on the
ground.

“The pilot eame running
out of his cabin and or.
dered everyone to the
front of the plare. When
we moved, the iail came
up off the ground and he
took off. He necver even

warmed up the engines.”

He added, “They served
tea and apples on the flight.
After they'd passed out four
cups of tea, there wasn't
any more.”

"Their train from Kiev, tock
22% hours to cover the 450
miles to Moscow, an average
of 20 mph, Every ten miles
it pulled inta a slding while
another train passed on the
single track.

“It was a fine train,” said

cellent by American stand-
drds, aithough the mat-
tresses were a bit thin,

“We thought the Rus.
Blans had done a pretty
good Job untll we looked
up and saw a piaque
which sald it was made In
Germany."

There was no dining car
on the train—just an attend-
ant at the end of the car
with a small charcoal-burn-
ing stove for making tea
and coffee,

Tickets Refunded
¥We handed in our meal
tickets when we got on the

train,” Mr., Bell said, “Din.
ner, breakfast and lunch
were exactly fhe same—

they came around with a
suifcase full of siale bread
and cheese and heat-up
apples. We kicked up such
a fuss when we got ta Mos-
cow that they refunded the
meal tickels.”

At one .small wayside sfa-
tion they found a 1ap giving
the only warm water of the
trip. While the rest of the
passengers and a group of
Russian peasants stood gap-
ing, they shaved on (he
platform, using a station
window as & mirror.

The two men eame to
one important eoncluslon
alout Russian travel—
“Anyone who goes above
third class is out of his
mind.”

“There are four classes,”
Mr. Masseth explained, “de.
luxe, fi second and third.
‘The inclusive charge is $30
a day deluxe and $8 third,
Yet in third class you get
the same room and mostly
the same food as in deluxe
and you ride in the same
buses as first and second.

Party Line
Sneaks Into
Tourist Guide

Ttaveling around Russin,
Mr. Masseth and Mr. Bell
relied heavily on three
phrase boo ks containing
“Useful sentences for tour-
ists.”

Two of the books, pubs
lished In the United States,
contained straighittathe
point phrases such as
“Where can I get the bus?"
“Bring me a steak, medium
rare” and the cver-useful
“How much?"

But the earnest Russians
had decided apparently that
their guide would contain
phrases which were really
useful, A typical example:

“I am a member of the
All-Union Lenin Young Com-
muyist League; we fight for
peace and brotherhood,

—_————

*About all you get exira
In deluxe is the right to a
private cer and interpreter
—and who needs that? They
only take you to the places
they want you 1o see.”

The travelers stayed in
Moscow at the Leningradski
- “the newest hotel in Mos.
cow, only five or six years
ald and one of the seven
tall buildings in the city.”
Subway Tops

They found it looked like
something left over from
Victorian days. The lobby
was ornate, but there was
nowhere ta sit down, and
1td main feature was a small
news stand “full of propa-
ganda.”

Moscow scene shows planning ministry,

‘The four ald-fashioned eles
vators—only two working at
a time—held {five people
each. “And you can't walk
up or down the stairs,” Mr.,

Bel] said, “hecause they keep
all the doors locked.”
the rooms?

How

ioned. The bathroom filtings
were Vietarian and the hot
waler ran out about eight
©'clock every evening.”

But they had high praise
for the five-cont Moscow
AubwRy, W b
light blue, air-conditioned
train every 32 seconds. All
pulic transportation in
the city, they agreed, was
“superb; belter than any
city tn Amcrica,”

Mr, Masseth. “The cars were |
clean and comfortable, ex-

Russia Wreaks $116 Million Loss

Aluminum Hurt By ‘Ruble War’

Scripps-Howard Service

WASHINGTON, Nov. 6—
Russia's “ruble war” to seize
large areas of the world mark-
et from the West has resulted
in a 116 million dollar drop
in earnings before taxes for
the U, 8. and Canadian alumi-
num industry.

Assistant U. S. Commerce
Secretary Henry Kearns cited
Russia’s  invasion of world
aluminum markets as the
move that first revealed the
Soviets' economic warfate
tecHniques, which he described
as their “greatest threat to
our couniry.”

Russia’s alumlnum ouiput

now stands at about 22 per
cent of the world total. Rus-
slan aluminum was heing
sold in Eingland last year at
abaut 10 pounds sterling per
ton less than Canadian or
U, S, aluminum. England’s
aluminum imports from Rus-
sla jumped from nominal
amounts to 15,449 tons,

Mr. Kearns said Russia’s ex-
ports to Britain *“eould be mul-
tiplied 50 times in 1958 if the
Soviet Union had not valun-
tarily agreed to a 15000 1on
limitation.” The agreement fol-
lowed thireatencd British antl
dumping legislation,

“American and Canadian
aluminum - companies reacted
by cutting their prices two
cents a pound, representing a
reduction in carnings bcefore

taxes of about 116 million dol-
lars a year,” Mr. Kearns said
But Mr. Kearns_maintained

iin a speech to the Amcrican

Management Assn. In New
York late yesterday that Soviet
economic aggression in this
and - other fields “can  be
stopped, met and conquered by
Amcucan business and indus-
try.”

He proposed an nggres
sive private business cam.
reign to make world trado
An “essential” pari of U. S,
husiness structure, even for
medium  and  small - sized
firms, and a co-operative
business-government  effort
to market abroad items do-
mestie consumers take for
granted,

“The time has come,” he
said, “for the adoption of the
spirit of ihe Yankee trader—
1959 type.

On the XMoscow buses,
which run cvery few min.
utes, they dpequently  got
away without paying the
normal two cents fare.

“We would get in the bus,”
said Mr, Bell, “say good
morning 1o 1he conductor
and just sit there.  Some-
times they didn't ask us for
the money; sometimes they
refused ji when we offered
it.

“I suppose they figured
they were the prople’s buses
s0 why worry?”

They found the private
matorist is net always so
lueky., “If he drives inle
Moscow with a dirty car, a
traffic cop stops him and
sends him home to get it
washed,” BMr, Bell said.
Help Yourself

Throughout theie travely
the two men never had to
open 2 bag for a customs
inspector, Formalities were
almost nil.

“But we had a time h
photographs,” Mr., Masseth
said. “You can't take pic.
tures of factovies or bridges,
not even little foot bridges.”

“You're not supposed to
tale piclures of the run.
ways at airports cither,”
said Mr. Bell, “They yeHed
ab us to stop in Leningrad,
but in Moscow I asked a
woninn who seemed to bo
in charge and she said,
‘Take anything you want.”

“It's the same all the
time,” M, Rell said. “The
whole country is so ridden
with bureaucracy that one
tells you one thing and an.
other tells vou the opposite.
You just never know where
you are,”

NEXT: Crowds badger
for news of U, S,
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2 Pitisburghers In Russia

Crowds Eager For News

Of U.S.;

Kremlin Propaganda Lost On Many

Visitors Talked To Thousands;
Secret Interviews Held At Night

Ry MICHAEL HOLMBERG
Two Pittshurgh businessmen, W, [, D. “Dave” Rell
and W, €, “Bill” Musseth, ignorad Vheir afficial guidea dure

Mr. Bell

Mr.

ing @ recent vacation
to the Soviet Union,

Thia article, the fifth
of a seriea, tells af
their visity to Russian
Tromes and their mret-
ings 1eith Russinn peos
ple in the streets,

Masseth

Few Amcrican tourists in the Soviet Union
have spoken so freely with so many Russian people
in so short a time as Mr. Masseth and Mr. Bell in
Moscow, Leningrad and Kiev,

They did It by ditching the Intourist guide—to

her obvious annoyance-—and
walking around by them-
selves.

They discovered that
some of the thoughts we
may have about the Rus.
sian people are far from
true.

The Russjans are not all
poverty stricken; some do
have plenty of rubles and
are anxious 1o spend them.
They do not all accept every-
thing they hear from ihe
Soviet state; many are well
aware that they do not hear
everything about the West,
nor the West about them,

Strange Idzas

But they do have some
strange ideas about Amer-
ica. There was a second-vear
electrical  engineering  stu-
dent who was surprised by
the two tourists hecause she
thought all Americans were
Negroes.

Yet although many Rus-
siang  asked the expected
questions — “Why do you
want war?” “Why are your
troops in Lebanon?” “Why
do you want to bomb our
counlry?” —- there were
others who were eager to

risk clandestine meetinga
with the strangers in the
early hours of the morning.

All the people seemed
to want desperately to
talk 1o the visitors.
“Everywhers we went wn
R0t a spontaneous, friend.
ty reaction,” said Mr.
Bell.

Ignoring Intourist, the of-
ficial Saviet travel agency,
Mr. Bell and Mr. Masseth
went around by themselves,
talked to large groups of
Russians in the streets and
knocked on the doors nf
iheir homes, to ask, “May we
come in?"

Bonanzas

Their admission tickets o
Russian homes were 10-cent
ball - point pens from the
bargain counter of a Pilts.
burgh departiment store and
ahout 50 colored post cards
Irom New York.

"“There was Immediate,
recognition when we showoed
them Wall Street,” Mr. Rell
said, They've been told ahout
ihe wicked, capitalists there,
Their faces lit up and they
said, ‘Da, Wall Street.’

This girl thought Americans all Negroes.

“Wa  thought  these
things wonld be good sou-
venirs, We nevey dreamed
they would be worth their
weight in goid.”

But it was In the streels
ihat the two Pittshurghers
made their biggest hit.
Fivery day, from early in
the morning to late at night,
they were surrounded by
groups of up to 50 people,
each citizen anxious to hear
what the American visitors
had to say.

Some  of them would
sk quiertly for American
g and  newspa-
pers—if [hey were sure no
one else could hear,

“Wea would try to break
away and get bark 1o the
hotel for a meal,” said Mr.
Masseth “but some of them
would sidle up and ask if

Crowd in Kiev gothers in the street to hear Mr., Bell [arrow).

they could meet us later,
alone, Naturally we said yes.
Chance To Talk

“We made appointments
and met them in the park
at midnight, or even two in
the morning. They always
came by themselves or with
Just one or two others.”

These braver souls were of
n different type from those
who had gathered around
in daylight to ask how
America was dealing with
an alleged 10 million unem-
ployed, those who had
gaped In wonder and dis-
belicf when My, Bell told
them he could buy a suit
with one day's pay.

It was nat these mide
night meetings that the
Russians  really unbur-
deged themselves of fheir
wry, stored-up commenty
on the Soviet siite,

“Just a few of them had
&pen American newspapers,”
Mr. Masseth  said. “They
knew there ‘was more fo
the story than met the cve
and they were very inquisi-
tive about things over here.

“Some peaple came right
out and told us we would
not s everything  we
wanted. They said we were
gaing ta see chosen facto-
ries and so on. They wee

sure everything we saw

would have been shined

mnd  polished.

Yhere Are People?
“Several of *them  said

there wasn’t much point in
our trving to write to them
or iun their trying to answer,
because the lellers would
never get through.

“Wa showed an Intour-
sl Itinerary to an clectron.
fes  englneering  student
who was a really bright
boy. e sald, ‘T see you
have a lot of museums
listed, but where are the
Russian people?’”

Tt was during {hrse late
meetings also that Mr, Rell
and Mr. Masseth discovered
that many Russians are anx-
fous to get their hands on
U S dollars and olher West-
ern eurren

“The official  exchange
rale {or lourisis is 10 rubles
to the dollar.” Mr. Rell said,
“You can get 20 in the park,
Jf vou're really prepared to
do business with fifties and
hundreds-- they'll give you
40 on the dollar.”

Why do they want o
get iheir hands on this
forelgn curtency? “To

Strange Ideas
Noted About
American Life

eseapr,” gays Mr. Bell,
“You'd bs surpriscd nt
how many of ihem want
1o get out of Russia,

“We met one man who
has relatives in Poland. He
wants to get permission to
visit them, then he infends
to escape to the West, lle
said he neededt twe or three
hundred dollars to get over
the border.”

Plenty of Russians scemed
to have moncy to pay these
high prices for doliars,
“They have the rubles,” Mr.
Masseth said. "There’s a lot
of money in the Dlack
market”

Satchmo Tops

They found the Russians
hungry for any American
magazines or newspapers
and crazy about jazz — of-
Aicially frowned on as de-
cadent. The Russians’ favor-
ite jazz artist? Louis Arm-
sirong.

One American magazine
is available to the Russian
poople — in theory. It is
“Amerika,” published in
Russian by the U. S. Gov-
ernment and sold in Moscow

by =agreement
Soviet government. In re-
turn the Russians are al-
Inwed to publish “USSR" in
the United States.

Have You Heard
Latest Joke
From Moscow?

The latest Moscow Joke—
as whispered to Mr. Bell
and Mr. Masseth by a young
Russian In a Moscow park
at 2 a. m.:

A student in high scheol
was asked to deseribc Amer-
ica.

e said, “The workers are
oppressed; living conditions
are very low; there are 10
million unemployed; racial
minoritics  are  mistreated;
farmers are mistreated; Wall
Sireet bankers take every-
thing.”

Then he was asked lo de-
scribe Russia.

“We are making great
strides here,” he said. “We
are rll terribly busy trying
to catch up with America.”

with  the

But the system breaks
down in practice. Each
natlon sends 30,000 coples
of the magnzine to the
other  nation,  Americans
seldom  plek  up USSR
from the news stands and
Hs total sale Is only 5000
coples.

Consequently, the Russian
government disiributer
duraps 45000 copies  of
Amerika back to the U, 8,
I mbassy every month with
the laconic excuse, “They
wouldn't sell.”

Yot the Russlan peopla
want fo read them. Mr. Bell
and Mr. Masseth distributed
armloads of the magazine
all over Moscow, Peaple
grahbed them, tucked them
beneath  their coats and
scurried away.

"\Wa had a lot of free
taxi rides in Maoscow,” Mr,
RBell  said., “The drivers
would take a copy ol the
magazine and refuse any
fare,

“And we rould have trave
eled free all over Russia
with a couple of dozen
copies of Time magazine
and a bandful of Louis
Armstrong records.”

NEXT: U. S.
Strange War.

Tosing
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Russia

Americans
‘Groping In
The Dark’

By MICHAEL HOLMBERG

In thin arlicle, the lust
of a series, oo Pittsbureh

business men report on
some of the dangers o
Ymerica twhich they ab-

served during a receny va-
catian in the Svviet Inion.

r, J. D, “Dave” Bell
and W. C. Bl Masseth
also suggest same ways in
which the U, S. might comt-
bat this threat.

For the first time: in
its history the United
States is in danger of
losing a war —not &
shooting war, but one
which is just as deadly, just
as deliberate.

It is not a war fought in
the norimal taree dimensions
of land, sea and air. It is
war in the faurth dimension.
1t is & war of psychology.
propaganda, diplomacy and
cconamics.

Mr. Bell and Mr. Masseth
saw some of the armaments
tor this war while they were
in the Soviet Union.

«It is a type of war we in
America do not understand,”
said Mr. Bell, “and the fact
is that we are losing this
war.

syyetre all i the Jiving
room drinking martinis
and the Communists are
coming in the back door
and working in the kiteh-
en, polyoning the food.”

The poison has been one
of the big factors in securing
nearly half the earth's sur-
face ang nearly a billion peo-
ple for the Communist em-
pire.

Weakness Exploited

The Americans saw_some
of the ways in which Russia
is worming herself into the
confidence of unconmitted
pations by taking advantage
of every American weakness.

In Moscow, where the
hotels were full of tourists
angd delegations, they saw
peaple from China, Germany,
India, Egypt, Ifungary and
many other nations.

They found the Russinn
government s making
more effort than the U. S
Government to play host
o forelgn techniclans. Mr.
Masseth estinated, for
instance, that about 200
Indians are studying the
steel Industry in the U. 8.
while about # thousand
are doing the same in
Russla.

They met 2 senior tech-
nician of the Egyptian gov-
ernment who compared
American efforts 10 aid his
country unfavorably with
those nade by the Soviet
Union.

This man claimed he was
an antl Communist and told
them, “The Arabs just want
freedom. We want 10 build
our own factories and make
our own products.”

Choose Russia

He sincerely velieved that
Russia’s help was more prac:
yical than America’s in help-
ing his people 10 achleve
their aims.

“When American 1echni-
cians come 1o our country,”
he told them, “they earn 10
times ag much as our tech-
nicians, They want all the
Juxuries, yet they are only
second  grade technicians.
They often don't know as
much as our own people.

«But when a Russian
techniclan comes he is
paid the same As we are,
he lives the same and
works side by side with
our peopte. The Russians
gend us top men”

Mr. Bell and Mr. Masseth
saw part of Russia’s inten-
sive pmpnganda program
when they visited Radio
Moscow, which beams news
and fealures across the

THE PARTY LINE,
ground, striking U
Labor.” Heroic

ABLR 8, 1958

as fed to Russion industrial
5 warkers face coal and
Russian, with sculptured look,
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“We Hove Freedom of Labor.”

world In 32 languages. 24
hours a day and seven days
a week.

‘The broadeasts go to Af-
rica, Asia, Europe. the Mid-
dle Fast, every fast-develop-
jng trouble spol. They come
w0 the U. S. ltself in Mos

caw’s Atlantic and Pacilic
sCIrvices.

On Top Of News

At Radio Moscow they

mel Nick Sergeyev, No. 2
man in the North Americail
service, a New York rosident
far 18 years and today 1he
Russians’ “smooth, Madison
Avenue, Ivy League type”

“These boys are Clever
Mr. Masseth said. “They
knew enough of what was
going on to be able to tell
us on the spol 1hal Boh
Friend had just won his 20U
game for the Pirates.

Another way the Tussians
are sCoring heavily, the visi-
tors found, s through rene-
gade or misled Americans.

While they were n Lenin-
grad, Paul Robeson  wias
playing 10 packed houses
and being quoted at length
in the NoWSpapers. A re-
tired Hollywoaod producer
was praising Russian policy
and attacking <. actions
“in a loud voice that could
ba heard all over the hotel
dining voom.”

Tourists, too, can be made
ta spread the Soviet line. Mr.
Pell and Mr. Masseth had no
word of advice from ihe
State Department b efore
they went to Russia. Al
they had 1o guide them was
a pamphlet from an inde-

endenl organization in
Philadelphia.

Easily Misled

This told them how to he-
have In the Soviet Union,
what 1o wear and how to ap-
proach the peaple. Most im-
portant of all, it gave them
clear, solid facts on which
they could defond their coun-
iry when Russians cross-cx-
amined them about Little
Rock and Lebanon.

“We are dealing with a na-
tion dedicated 10 the forceful
overthrow af our way i}
Jite said Mr. Bell. “For the
first time in our history we
have an enemy with the raw
materials and manpower 10
do it.

wpyt everyone 18 RO
friendly that you tend to
forget ahout it. And many
tonrists see only the best

Moscow University

{hings. Even the wary can
e misled.”

How ta stop the United
States and the rest ol the
Free World from being mis-
led is a problem which Mr.
el had considered long be-
fore he wenl o Russia

It needs three step: Mr.
Tiell believes. The first is to
awaken the people to the
subtle dangers of the Com-
munist plan. The second 1S
10 draw on the nation's po-

workers.
iron police and cry,
holds red flag aloft and declares,

uUB
EES

02-9

Against a gray back-

“Give I reedom to

has 28,000 students.

tentinl lcaders. ‘The {hird is
10 urge the Uo S Govern-
ment inta a new approach.
SWith the cncrgy and re-
aources we have here the
Russians can't touch us it
we gt the people really
awake,” Mn Bell said.

New Approach

“We should mobilize lead:
ors of business, law, labar,
politics, finance and publish-
ing to voluntcer for cold-war
service. In a shooling war

h Dimension’ War

Policy Shift
Urged For
Victory

Jeaders in all fields fall aver
themselves to volunteer for
any type of service af dollar-
a-year joh. Now we face &
greater threat and we need
these men again.”

As for the Government,
Mr. Bell sald, “The Pentagon
is dedicated Lo the hardware
approach, the State Depart-
ment Lo conventional diplo-
macy.

*What we need is some de-
partment which deals solely
with this specialized type of
competition — some section
headed by a secvetary of
psychological warfare on the
same level as the secretaries
of the Army, Navy and Air
Trorce under the Secretary ot
Defense.”

Mr. Bell envisages & train-
ed corps of 500 “men who
have heen marked for great-
er things in their firid” to

u.s. I;A?ssed Tip
On Sputnik Year
Before Firing

The United States could
have known aboutl Russia’s
first earth satellite up to a
vear before it was launched,
Mr. Belt and Mr. Masseth
Jearned in Moscow.

“They found that details of
Sputnik 1, with an exp ana-
{ion of how it was 10 go inta
orbit, had been publighed in
tochnical journals hetween
six and 12 months before the
launching date.

“Rut we didn't know any-
thing about it because no one
in Amcrica was translating
these particular journals,”
said Mr. Bell.

“liven mow we have mno
central translating agency.
Rut in Moescow they have
2501 people employed in
translating technical  jour-
nals from all over the
world."

S e

study  fourth dimensional
warfare in a program spon-
sored by a great university
and financed by 2 foundation
10 the tune af about $2,000,-
000.

“as I see vt he sald
great corporations might
rolease 10 or a dozen men
for six months to a year. An
educational institution could
provide the academic back:
ground and the faculty could
be drawn from leading uni-

versities all over the
country.
Yictory Plan

“Qil companies, hot el
chaing, catering  coneerns

and auto firms would be
asked to donate cars, credit
cards, food and accommoda-
tions.”

He belleves the specially-
pleked young men should
be taught “why we are
losing the cold war and
what we need to do. They
would be taught by ex-
perls in the field of geo-
politles, cconomic warfara
and all those subtleties of
international velations and
diplomuey which the Com-
munists  alteady under-
stand so well.”

At the end of the course,
he said. they would be ready
10 spread what they had
tearned among friends, col-
leagues and local groups,
rousing enough public opin-
jon to persuade congressmen
1p push through a new psy-
chological approach.

“In this way." he said. “I
feel wa could beat the Rus-
sians at their own cunning
game.”

THE END

e ———— e

Approved For Release 2008/12/12 : CIA-RDP80B01676R003800020002-9



STAT

Approved For Release 2008/12/12 : CIA-RDP80B01676R003800020002-9

0\0

<

Q"Qz

Approved For Release 2008/12/12 : CIA-RDP80B01676R003800020002-9



